MORE STORES TO
VISIT ASAP:

, New York.
Greg Armas offsets
obscure labels with
vintage and vinyl.

)
Seattle. Fashion and art
are intertwined here.

, Los

Angeles. Find Raf Simons,
Ories van Noten, and works
of (unwearable) art by
Banks Violette and Chris-
topher Wool, among others.

, New York.
Stop by Andre Munoz’s new
spot for a Well Played
polo and a beach read.

, Stockholm.
Skate store Caliroots has
in Sweden,
{

THE MERCHANT

iF YOU HAVE ATTENDED ANY fashion week, you've
likely seen Angelo Flaccavento. The Sicilian fashion
scribe and consultant sits front and center at shows—in
his uniform suit jacket, spectacles, and bow-tie—writing
observations that will materialize on the pages of
Fantastic Man, L'uvomo Vogue, and The End.

How did your interest in fashion develop? My aunt
had a boutique in Sicily that carried the fantastic Italian
designers of the time, like Margiela and Versace. It
was the '80s and fashion was blowing up, so | started
dressing quite fancy to school. .

Which designer would you say has left an indelible
mark on menswear? In the last decade, 1 think Tom Ford
had a huge influence on liberating the image of a man.
And then came Hedi and Helmut. Men had grown out
of the stiff boundaries of the '80s, and they completely
redefined the man's body—the effects are still at play.

Would you ever try your hand at fashion design? Many
designers start out because they can't find what they
want in the shops. My secret is a really good tailor here
in Sicily, who used to be famous in Milan for doing the
best double-breasted jackets. But I'm driving him mad
because | bring him everything to shorten, to shrink....

You moonlight as an illustrator (of sexed-up clowns,
to be exact). Did art school influence the way you
look at fashion? And more importantly, do you have
a double persona? Oh, maybe a triple! [Laughs] |

definitely see fashion as an artistic expression. Of course,

it's applied art—clothes are meant to be worn. And I'm
a Gemini, so yes, my public persona is very strict. But
I'm not always that serious—I can be very funny!

&~IF Y%U WERE TO WANDER through a certain austere,
- World War I-era building in Berlin’s Mitte neighborhood

~ a few months ago, through a maze of candelabra-lit

%aorridors peppered with bullet holes, you would have
found Darklands, a cult men’s boutique with racks of
Soil-colored clothes and boots on creaky floorboards.

#=. But no sooner had it arrived, it was gone.

: “My travels have shown me two wild contrasts in

s whigh-end retail: the glamorous Louis Vuittons and the
=guerrilla Comme des Gargons, says Darklands owner

tlatter. So | took that idea and put my own twist on it
BHe adopted a nomadic approach—his boutique
wouldn't pop up and promptly disappear like its Comme
counterparts, but rather tip-toe to new cloak-and-dagger
Jlocations in the same city. And with each reopening
would come a redesign. Before Darklands (named for
+~a Jesus and Mary Chain album) there was Komakino
(also the name of a Joy Division single), McDougall's
%vanguard store in his native Vancouver. But despite
%?eing decidedly under-the-radar, people found it. “Visitors
BZirom New York or Los Angeles that had heard about
@it would say, ‘Amazing, but we came to Vancouver for
~ sEnature and scenery, not edgy black clothing!' I understood
hat. Cities have personalities, just like people,’ says
= iMcDougall, who packed up shop and moved-this time
““or good-to Berlin. “Berlin draws the kind of person
seeking fashion, art, and music;’ he says.

Darklands 2.0, an alabaster space with a light
installation and aluminum chairs, has fashion covered:
McDougall's stock list includes Germany's Damir Doma,

apan's The Viridi-anne, and Austria’s Carol Christian

photographed by FPoell “When you walk into the shop, you either want every
alexander chow piece, or you're left scratching your head! Karl Lagerfeld,

it turns out, falls into the former category: the designer
picked up 60 items from the store when he dropped

in recently. “! told some of my suppliers, and they were
ecstatic. But the first thing they asked me was, ‘He's not
going to knock it off, is he?" says McDougall. “And | said,
‘Who cares? It's Karl Lagerfeld!™
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his uniform suit jacket, spectacles, and bow-tie—writing

observations that will materialize on the pages of

Fantastic Man, L'uomo Vogue, and The End.

How did your interest in fashion develop? My aunt
had a boutique in Sicily that carried the fantastic ltalian
designers of the time, like Margiela and Versace. it
was the '80s and fashion was blowing up, so | started
dressing quite fancy to school. .

Which designer would you say has left an indelible
mark on menswear? in the last decade, | think Tom Ford
had a huge influence on liberating the image of a man.
And then came Hedi and Helmut. Men had grown out
of the stiff boundaries of the '80s, and they completely
redefined the man’s body—the effects are still at play.

Would you ever try your hand at fashion design? Many
designers start out because they can't find what they
want in the shops. My secret is a really good tailor here
in Sicily, who used to be famous in Milan for doing the
best double-breasted jackets. But I'm driving him mad
because | bring him everything to shorten, to shrink....

You moonlight as an illustrator (of sexed-up clowns,
to be exact). Did art school influence the way you
look at fashion? And more importantly, do you have
a double persona? Oh, maybe a triple! {Laughs] |
definitely see fashion as an artistic expression. Of course,
it's applied art—clothes are meant to be worn. And I'm

a Gemini, so yes, my public persona is very strict. But
I'm not always that serious—I can be very funny!
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IF YOU HAVE ATTENDED ANY fashion week, you've
likely seen Angelo Flaccavento. The Sicilian fashion
scribe and consultant sits front and center at shows—in
his uniform suit jacket, spectacles, and bow-tie—writing
observations that will materialize on the pages of
Fantastic Man, L'uomo Vogue, and The End.

How did your interest in fashion develop? My aunt
had a boutique in Sicily that carried the fantastic lalian
designers of the time, like Margiela and Versace. It
was the '80s and fashion was blowing up, so | started
dressing quite fancy to school.

Which designer would you say has left an indelible
mark on menswear? In the last decade, | think Tom Ford
had a huge influence on liberating the image of a man.
And then came Hedi and Helmut. Men had grown out
of the stiff boundaries of the '80s, and they completely
redefined the man's body—the effects are still at play.

Would you ever try your hand at fashion design? Many
designers start out because they can't find what they
want in the shops. My secret is a really good tailor here
in Sicily, who used to be famous in Milan for doing the
best double-breasted jackets. But I'm driving him mad
because | bring him everything to shorten, to shrink....

You moonlight as an illustrator (of sexed-up clowns,
to be exact). Did art school influence the way you
look at fashion? And more importantly, do you have
a double persona? Oh, maybe a triple! [Laughs] |
definitely see fashion as an artistic expression. Of course,
it's applied art—clothes are meant to be worn. And I'm

a Gemini, so yes, my public persona is very strict. But
I'm not always that serious—I can be very funny!

|t would say, ‘Amazing, but we came to Vancouver for
ature and scenery, not edgy black clothing!' I understood
ithat. Cities have personalities, just like people;’ says
McDougaII who packed up shop and moved—-this time
“Sor good—to Berlin. “Berlin draws the kind of person
seeking fashion, art, and music;’ he says.

Darklands 2.0, an alabaster space with a light
installation and aluminum chairs, has fashion covered:
McDougall's stock list includes Germany's Damir Doma,

apan's The Viridi-anne, and Austria’s Carol Christian
Poell. “When you walk into the shop, you either want every
piece, or you're left scratching your head!” Karl Lagerfeld,
it turns out, falls into the former category: the designer
picked up 60 items from the store when he dropped
in recently. “! told some of my suppliers, and they were
ecstatic. But the first thing they asked me was, ‘He's not
going to knock it off, is he?" says McDougall. “And | said,
‘Who cares? It's Karl Lagerfeld!™
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